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CURIOUIAT VISILOR. 


+ eo 
Bliss ! sublunary bliss !—proud words and vain ! 
Implicit treason to divine decree : 
A bold invasion of the right of heaven ! 
I clasp’d the phantoms and! found. them air, 
O had | weigh'd it ere my fond embrace, 
What darts of agony had miss’d my heart! 

Yorne. 





APRIL, | 





ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS, 


The nature of Trust in God. 

Were men independent, they would be self- 
sufficient and have no occasion to place confi- 

nee in any other being or object in the uni- 
yerse.. But frailty 1s interwoven with their 
whole frame. Their minds and their bodies 
are frail. “They are weak in knowledge and 
weak in power. " They dwell in houses of clay, 
their foundation is in the dust ; they are crush- 
vd before tie moth. Man at his best estate is 
altogether vanity. The richest as well as the 
poorest ; the stronge st as well as the weakest ; 
and the highest as well as the lowest, are equal- 
ly ima state of dependence. And this depend- 
ence constrains every one to look for some ob- 
ject or being besides himself, on which or on 

hom he may hope and rely. But thoug: all 
men are ob! iged to fly to some exterior object 
pf trust, yet they very generally neglect to trust 
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in the Lord Jehovah, in whom there is ever- 
lasting strength. ‘This conduct God observes 
and condemns. It 1s written—* ‘Thus saith the 
Lord ; cursed be the man, that trusteth in man 
and maketh flesh his arm and whose heart de- 
parteth from the Lord. For he shall be hke 
the heath in the desert and, shall not see when 
ee cometh; but shall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderness ina salt land and not 
inhabited.” Ip contrast with such an unbeliever 
God describes the ps ibaa and condition of 
unre, _ places his confidence and hone upon 
the only proper object. “ Blessed is the man, 
that trusteth in the Lord and whose hope the 
Lord is! Trust and hope impiy each o'er 
Where there ts trust there 1s hope; am! where 
there is hope there is trust; and where ove 
or both are pl iced upon God, there is happi- 
hess. lt is then, our pre sent obje ct to conser 
what is imphed in trustmg In God. ‘Trustir ig 
conveys an idea, which is familiar to every mind. 
it siemfies the same as placing dependence upon 
any object. The child places dependence up- 
on the parent and the parent upon the chiid ; 
the subject places depende nce upon the ruler 
son paces de vendence upon some of his icilow- 
crea‘ures. But though trusting and depending 
are -ynonimous terms and are as well under- 
stocd as any words, that can be used to explain 
them ; stillit m iy be proper and necessary io 
pent out w hat is implied in trusting in the Lord. 
Hure 1 wouid observe, 


and the ruler upon the subiect ; aud eve: ¥ pel 
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1. Trusting in the Lord implies choosing to 
depend upon him rather than any other object. 
Some lean to their own understanding and trust 
in their own hearts. Some say to the gold, 
thou art our trust and to the most fine gold thou 
art our confidence. Some trust in princes and 
in the sons of men, who are as weak as them- 
selves. Some bow down to dumb idols and 
trust in the works of their own hands. And it 
is the general voice of mankind to God, “ De- 
part from us, for we desire not the knowledge 
of thy ways.” Thousands sct up idols in ther 
hearts and place their dependence for happi- 
ness in something beside and below God. But 
those, who trust in the Lord, renounce all othe: 
objects of dependence. If they must be depen- 
dent, they choose to be dependent upon God 
and not on man, or any other weak, finite, de- 
pendent object. Sinners are often brought to 
this dilemma. either to give all dependence, o1 
to depend upon God. For they are fully and 
sensibly convicted, that no created arm can re- 
lieve them. <A thoreugh conviction of the 
plague of their own hearts and of tlie sinfulness 
of allthat they do and desire, constrains them 
to give upall dependence upon their own exer- 
tious and upon the exertions of any of their fel- 
lew creatures. ‘They are painfully convinced, 
that God alone 1s able to deliver them from the 
power and dominion of sin and from future and 
everlasting misery. In this situation they are 
constrained, contrary to their will, todepend up- 
on God whom they hate and dare not trust.— 
Sull, they would rather have God dispose of 
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them for time and eternity, than any of his fee- 
ble and short-sight d creatures. They feel no 
ciilie ulty in renouncing depe ndence upon the 
world and all created objects. These th ‘ey find 
to be vain and useless ; but yet they do not of 
choice go to God, or place the least ‘de pendence 
upon him, tho’ they would much rather be i 
the hand of God than in the hands either of his 
friends or his enemies. But such constrained 
dependence on God 1s not that Scalia mm the 
Lord, which is mentioned in the seriptures, 
though a sense of dependence be implied in it. 
Licence, 

2. Trusting in God further implies men’s 
choos ing to depend upon him rather than to be 
absolutely independent. If sinners could always 
have their choice, they would choose not to be 
dle pende nt upon any object, created or uncreat- 
ed; but to be entire ly inde} pendent. ‘This is the 
case even of awakened and convinced sinners. 
‘They are. indeed, constrained to realize their 
de pendence | upon God ; and in this state, they 
would rather depend upon him than any creat- 
ed being; yet at the same ane, they would 
choose, if it were possible. to be altoge ther in- 
dependent of God, which is entirely mecnsistent 
with truly trusting inthe Lord. For this im- 
ics chocsing to be dependent upon God rather 
than to be wholly independent. The person, 
who really trusts in the Lord, chooses to be de- 
pendent upon him; and were it possible for him 
10 be wholly independent of God, he woul ld not 
choose it. i is a real privilege to be depend- 
cut upon God ; and they, who really trust iu him, 
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view it as a privilege to place their dependence 
upon him. They rejoice that God is greater 
and wiser and better than the y ; and that the y 
may trust in his power and wisdom and good- 
ness. “They are mwardly pleased sith God’ 5 
supremacy and their own dependence. ‘They 
of choice place God on the * at and them- 
selves at his footstool. If it were in their pow- 
‘er to become independent of God, they would 
not make themsclvesso. [or trusting in sie 
implies a sincere desire to be constantly and a 
solutely dependent upon him. This leads me 
io observe, 

That they who trust in God, frecly and 
cheerfully put ‘all th ings out of their own hands 
into the hands of God, They put themselves 
out of their own hands and c odbenit themselves 
wholly to God. They put all their interests out 
of their own hands and give them up entirely 
to the divine disposal. “And so far as they fe él 
interested in all the creatures and objects im the 
universe, they commit these to the care and di- 
rection of God. ‘They choose that God should 
glorify himself, by all his creatures and all iis 
works. They are not afraid to trust themse!ves, 
nor any other creature, nor any other object in 
the hand of God. While they view all things 
absolutely under the divine direction, the Lord 
himself is their trust and their hope. ‘The de- 
pendence of all things upon God is the only 
ground of their confidence and enjoyment.— 
Several remarks naturaliy arise from what bas 
been said on the subject before us. 

*10 
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Trustin: ¢ in God is the highest act of self- 
pk mi al. [t is choosing to be depende nt, to be 
absvlutely dependent and forever de; vendent, 
This is of ali things the most cont: rary ied 2 
ness, which cannot be gratilied with any thing 
short of mdependence. 

2. Since trusting in God implies a choice of 
being dependent on him, the reason, why sin- 
ners “refus e to trust in him, js they are afraid he 
will do right. If they choose that he should do 
rizni. they would choose to trust in him and re- 
fer all things to his disposal. But they do not 
wish that right may be done ; and therefore 
they are afraid to trust themselves with absoe 
lute dependence in the hands of Ged, who they 
must know cannot but do right. 

8. No person ever did truly trust in God, un- 
til his heart was changed. While the natural 
heart remains, it will objeet against de pe ndence 
upon God ancl oppose absolute submission to his 
will. Some have made unconditional! submission 

yeparatory to regeneration; but it is the ef- 

fect of this change. Until the heart is renew- 
ed no person is Willing to trust himself in the 
hands of God aud commit alldiis eternal interests 
to ” divine disposal. 

. From what is implied in trusting in God 
We may see why refusing to trust in him, or 
trusiing in any other object, is so disple asing to 
him. It is because a refusal to trust in God ; 
rises from a desire to be independent and ‘su- 
preme. It is contending for the threne ef the 
universe. ‘This must be highly displeasing to 


God. 
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If trusting in Ged consists in choosing to 
be dependent, then it is not owing te tle weak- 
ness of sinners, but to their strength, that they 
ceniot trustin im. They plead weakness. but 
they are not weak enough. They are too 
strong to submit. Here lies all their difliculty. 
It is much easier tosubmit to Ged than ii is to 
oppose him. Ifsinners are able to eppose Gud, 
much more are they able tosubmit to him. 


—_——-e-— 


The instructions of the Old ‘Yesta- 
ment useful to Chiistians. 


Continued from page 49th and concluded, 


. 
» Theold Testament gives us an account of 


the methods, which God lias taken to carry en 
his gracious design, from the fall of man to the 
coming of Christ, the promised Savior. As 
soon as God had opened his mind to our f rst 
parents and assured the m of salvation, threugh 
the mediation of an incarnate and sufferin J Re- 
deemer, he instituted sacrifices, as a ty of 
Him, who was to make his soul an offering ‘<. 
sn. We read.in the Old Testament, that Abel 
sacrificed, Noah sacrificed and Abraham sacri- 
ficed. These sin-offerings continued until the 
passover was instituted as another type of the 
lamb slain from the foundation of the world.— 
This continued uniil the giving of the law at 
mount Sinai, when a vast number of new rifes 
and ceremonies were appointed to pretigure 
more clearly the suflerings and death of the di- 
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vine Redeemer. Ard all the while sacrifices 


were oliered and rites and ceremonies were ob- 
served to typify the suffering Savior, God raised 
up one prophet after nother, to describe his 
character ; feretell his conduct, and ascertain 
the time and place and circumstances of hi 


11S 
’ | Pa ) ad A? 
death. Enoch, Neah, Abraham, Moses and 
r 
ef 


Samuel; and indeed all the pre phe ts prophesie 
of Christ. This Peter deciares just afterChrist’s 
ascension. He says—* Whom the heavens 
must receive until the times of the restitution of 
all thing , aha h God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all lus holy pr phets si since the world began. 
Foi Mos ses truly said unto the fathers, a proph- 
et shall the Lord your Ged raise up unto you 
of your brethren like unto me. Yea, and all 
the prophets from Samuel and those that follow 
after, as many as have spoken lave likewise 
foretold of these days.” ‘The types a d the 
prophecies explained « ich other {and served 

repare the way for the coming and death of 
Christ. And these metheds the Old ‘Testa- 
ment assures us God did take to accomplish the 
rey dem} stionoffallenmen. The account of these 
thin gs 1s to be found no where but insacred his- 
tory. 

5. The Old Testament acquaints us with the 
care, which God took of the church in general 
from the fall of Adam to the coming of our Sav- 
jor. He first excommunica ited and banished 
Cain from the fam:'y of ti » faithful. Hie pour- 
ed out his Spirit from time to time to increase 
and purify the church. He preserved the 


church in the ark during the flood. He pre- 
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served the church in Egypt until Canaan was 
prepared for their reception. He miraculeusly 
conducted the church through the wilderress 
and put them in possession of the land of prom- 
ise. He defended the charch in that land by a 
particular providence. He preserved the church 
while in Babylon and opened a way for their re- 
turn. He raised up and destroyed one empire 
after another, until he gave the government of 
the world into the hands of the Romans. In 
short. he made the whole world instrumental in 
prote .ag and preserving the church, until the 
desire of all nations came and took the care of 
it into his own hands. 

7. The old testament acquaints us with God’s 
conduct towards particular saints. He not only 
protected and favored the church at large ;— 
but he took a special and paternal care of indi 
viduals, who walked before him in truth and 
righteousness. And his conduct was so remark- 
able in this respect, that it is recorded for the 
instruction of future ages. He miraculously 
translated Enoch ; and miraculously preserved 
Noah and Lot He took a peculiar care of A- 
braham, Isaac and Jacob ; of Joseph, ot Moses, 
of Plijah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Shadrack, Mesheck 
and Abednego and of many others. fn such in- 
stances God manifested his peculiar feclings, 
towards good men and his faithfulness in fulil- 
ling his gracious promises to them. And this 
account is to be found only m the old testament. 
No other histories relate any such remarkable 
interpositions of the Deity in favor of particular 
persons. I may add, 
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The old testament gives us a peculiar ac- 
count of good men. It draws their characters 
to the life: and not only so, but it unfolds their 
inward feelings and exercises in light and dark- 
hess, in prosperity and adversity. And this ac- 

count is confirmed | by the searc ‘her of hearts.— 
Hlad the patriarchs written their own lives, or 
had the y been written by uninspired men, we 
could not certainly know, that the faith of A- 
braham, the fidelity of Moses, the zeal of Elijah 
and the experiences of David, were the exer- 
cises of na saints. But since God has fixed 
the character of these saints, we know that their 
faith, their love, their joys, their sorruws and 
their prayers and praises were the exercises of 
grace. So that in their lives we learn what so 
many wish to know, how good men feel; and 
how we must feel in order to be such as God 
will own and accept. 

Having shown that the old testament affords 
peculiar instruction to christians, I shall now 
proceed toshow what benefit they may derive 
from this instruction. And here Im: Ly ‘observe, 

The instruction of the old testament gives 
christians a clear and consistent view of the 
world and all the cbjects and scenes of it.— 
This world has been a paradox to millions.— 
And it must be a paradox to all, who do not sce 
it inthe licht of the ae Leave the 
hand and designs of the Creator out of view and 
the whole world isa perfe ct mystery. But the 
old testament brings the hand and designs of 
the Deity imto view. It represents God 
framing the whole world and furnishing it with 
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every thing aes to answer the designs of 
the Creator. And 1 opens his great and glor- 
er in creation. ‘These fill the world 
ith light and banish the clouds, which hang on 
tle present mixt, dark and mcompreiensible 
ece ues. According to the old testament nu ace \- 
ent has happens od; no unseen, or unatended 
pa has taken place ; | but all things hay é gone 
——, ly according to Grod’s infentions 
The iastruction of the oid testament ss 
nani that the cause, mi wineli they 
srofess to be enzazed, is the cause of God oud 
of ali good men. It has lain upon the heart of 
God frometernity. It gave birth to creation. 
It has mfluence ‘upon the government of the 
whole creation. li has engaged the hearts of 
alt good men. I[t must as certainly prevail, as 
God will answer his designs and the eatl reach 
its end. 

3. The instruction of the old testament as- 
sures christians, that they have fixed their hopes 
upon a firm foundation. It assures them tiat 
Jesus is the Christ. It shows them, that he, who 
suilered without the gates of Jerusalem, was 
the Savior, designed fom eternity, revealed at 

the fall, prefigured by the types and foretold by 
all the prophets, since the world began. ‘Tne 
ground ai their hopes is as firm as the pillars of 
the earth and as certam as the world en oe 
Ail things, all events confirm tins truth. And 
this must aiford to every real christian patience 
and comfort, hope and joy. 

The subject, which has now been illustrated, 


suggests a few remarks. 








320 THE CHRISTIAN Apnit. 


The Bible bids defiance to all the attacks 
of itsenemies. It is older and wiser than all its 
enemies. It contains mstructions of the greatest 
importance and interest. These mstructions are 
periectly rational and connected with the events 
which have occurred from the be ‘ginning cf 
time to this day. Noris iin the power of the 
w! ole Woi d to refute thre structio is of 
B me. The enemies of chic B: 7e May bring all 


eo july meo vie W and ij t must be sient and liste 


ento what God teaches i) fhe sertotures. Noe 

thing but ignorance and folly wil ever verture 
ze . ; > 4 

io upen their mouths agaist the Bible and 


against God, whe has revealed its precious im 
structions for the comfort and happiness of his 
peop le. 

2. It us the height of absurdity te affirm, that 
any man can write as good a book as the Bible. 
Jt bas never been in the power of man to give 
such light as the Bible gives. And all the 
world have prov ed, that po human being can 
produce suth instructions as are contained im the 
scriptures. Mankind have been tried and they 
have shown that their wisdom 1s foolishness. — 
They have miterly failed of giving the least 
light on the subjects. of which the Bidle gives 
the most rational and satisfac tory information.— 
™ is as yes to suppose that any human being, 

r that all human beings, without divine iis pita- 
hia could write such a book, as it Is to Suppose 
that a man created the heavens and tlie 
—_ 

The Y, who reject the Bib! e. do it because 
thes love darkness rather than light. The Di 
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ble affords real and important light... But many 


do not like the light of truth. And for this rea- 
son they disregard and reject the aorta There 
is no other reason why any person should reject 
the Bib! e, but his love of darkness and his ha- 
tred of light. 

_ * UC a : ersons, as can receive no comfort 

188) th e Bible, are very unhappy. T he y have 
no enjoyment vor interest in the most linportant 
instruction; or inthe most allecting and = easing 
objects. Suchis the unhappy character and the 
wretched condition of all sinners. who live m 
IM penitence and unbelief. They have po joy 
por comfort 1 I< SHE ct to what God says and 
does and designs todo. They reject his truth 
and can find no rest nor safety. 

5. Christians are ma languishing state, when 
they can find no comfort m reading the scrip- 
tures. This may s metimes be the case ¢ f real 
christians. But it is wns ‘ppy and arises from 
their unfaithfulness and unwatchfulness. And 
uty and to the s« rip- 
selore they can find 


they must return to their « 
tures with holy atiections, 
any real comfort. 

6. Christians would enjoy constant comfort 
from the scriptures, were it not for their un} 
ef. Christ said to his disciples, who were in 


Wea 


Doe . - ~ - ¥ - D en ieen f 
darkness and distress, * O {foois an siow ot heart 
. a 
: 


j s 


' 4 - 

“s ( a have *| 

He then“ e xpou nded unto them in all the SCrip- 

tures the things concermg himself.” From the 
ytures they were filled with comiort, Ain 


OnCH 


or — 


; : .) rere se 
ey said one to another, * Did nei cur hear 
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bura within us, while he talked with us b ry the 
way and while he opened unte us the scrip- 
tures?” “ Whatsoever things were written a- 
foretime were written for our learning, that we, 
through p: atience and comfort of the scriptures, 
might have hope.’ 


Prodigality. 


To the Christian Visitor. 
SiR, 

1 thought when I made my former com- 
munication, that I should ofler only a small num- 
ber of brief remarks for the consideration of 
your readers. But having once turned my at- 
tention pretty strongly to ‘the general subject of 
christian discretion temp oral affairs, | cannot 
see how I can retreat from it without vivierce 
to my ewn convictions and impressions. The 
more I reflect en the subject the greater inter- 
est and importance e it seems in my view, to pos- 
sess. If your readers could be induced to re- 
gard what is written in the scriptures they might 
procecd with safety and happiness in the man- 
agement of their temporal aftars. Or if the 
most zealous and forward professors of the 
christian religion would study and practice what 

the Lord Jesus Christ has taught and required 
on this sub ject, 1 would be silent. As 1 exam- 
yne the scriptures, consider the conduct of my 
fellow creatures and try the spirit of religious 
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professors in respect to worldly property by the 
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word of Ged, I] am persuaded that the duty we 
owe to God and man require sus, as far as we 
are able, to pursue the subject in all the ways 
and forms in which it places 1 itself before us. 1 
now proceed to another point, which deserves 
to be noticed, and observe, 

That it is highly criminal for an y persons 
to waste and abuse thei ir world! ey substance. it 
is God, who puts into the hands of all persons 
ihe property, which they possess. And he re- 
quires all persons to honor him with their sub- 
stance. They, who are discrete, can highly 
honor God, and promote his holy kingd m and 
the h; ippiness of their fellow creatures by the 
right use of their property. They can show fa- 
vorandlend. They can disperse and give to the 
poor. By such discrete ccnduct the y obtain and 


=' 


eecure honor, comfort and mh, piness to them- 


ives and to their connextons. Since the righ t 
use of prep erty Is so import: int and beneficial, 
the waste and abuse of it are highly pernici ul 


ndecrimmal. Yet in many ways is worldly pr 
perty very commonly abused and wasted. bei 1s 
80, when it is expended for vain and needless 
diversions and amusements. It is often wasted 
for extravagance in food, clothing and furniture. 
It is often: wasted by gaming, jockeying and 
speculatic on. 

But in no other way has worldly property 
been more extensively and foolish ly wasted and 
abused in this country than by intemperance in 
drinking ardent spirits. The extent of this evil 
has been so great for a number of years as to 
excite alarm and astonishment in all persons who 
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exis of ripeure. 

And Ged saw that the wickedness of man 
“gite , 

was great ia the earth and that every imaeina- 

tio of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
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The wicked are estranged from the wom! 
they go astray as soon as the y be born, s 
lies. Psalm lviii. 8. 

The heart of the sons of men is full of 
evil. Eecle. ix. 3. 

The heart is deceitful above all things and 
despe rately wicked. Jer. xvii. 9. 

for out of the heart proceed evil thoughts 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemie s. Matt. xv. 19. 

Ye are of your father, the devil; and thie 
lusts of your father ye will do: he was a mur- 
derer from the beginning and abode not in the 
truth; because there is no truthin him. When 
1, 


, 
Speanil : 


He speake th a he, he speaketh of his Owns for 
he is a liar and the father of it. John yi. 44. 
"The carnal mind ts enmity against God; for 
it Is not subjeet to the law of God, neither in- 
ceed can be. Hom. vii. 7. 


Questions. 

. Is there any evidence of human wicked 
ness, exce pt what i 18 Con tained in the serl tures 

In what does wickedness essentially consist ? 
3. What is meant ey the t spe depray ity of man- 
kind by nature ? Is it evicent from serip- 
ture that al! coated are > nature tota lly de- 
praved ? 5. Can any object ion aga! nst ‘ies ‘d = 
trine of tot: : a ravity be found led 1 pen the 
scriptures ? . If all mankind are by nature de- 
raved and sin ‘fut creatures, how is it that many 
ersons in the script tures are called righteous ? 
. Why are any of mankind, er why , they. 
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eneraily, insensible of their wickedness? 8. 
Are pious persons sensible of their wickedness ? 
and are they pleased withthe truth on this sub- 

ject? 9. Has the doctrine of human wicked- 

ness an Important connection with the other doc- 
trines of the gosp el? 10. Hus it such a con- 
nection with the duties of the gospel? 1). Has 
it such a connection with the blessings of the 
gospel? 12. Does the wickedness of mankind 
destroy or le - their obligation to be holy and 
to do right 2 . Isit necessary that mankind 
should sxpatie nee any essential alteration in 
their native character in order to be fitted for 
destruction? 14. What is the evil, that sinners 
deserve for their wiekednes? 15. Is there any 
reason to hope that any of mankind will be sav- 
ed from their wickedness and its evil effects ? 
16. What is necessary to lay a foundation for 
their salvation? 17. What is nece ssary to their 
salvation on the foundation, which ts laid in the 
gospel? 18. What wali be the future conditien 
of such persons, as reject the salvation which is 
offered in the gospel? 19. Can any good rea- 
son be given for the existence of such a world 
of sinful creatures? 20. Can any instance of 
human wickeduess be ever justified, or excused ? 


Remarks, 


I. In view of human wickedness we may see 
the power of God in restraming and governing 
mankind, 2. We may see the goodness of God 
in all the blessings they en Joy. "3. We may see 
7} 4 f wins : : 
he justice o God in (heir condemnation. 4. 
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We may see the patience of God in forb earing 
to execute the condemuing sentence of the law. 

5. We may see the mercy of God in laying a 
foundation fo r their salvation 6. Wem iy see 

the wisdom of God ia causing the existence of 
such creatures to answer the best cesigns. 7. 
We may see the s vereignty of Ged in the 
whole system of his conduct towards mankind. 
8. We may see the humiliation of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ in what he has done and suffered for 
human beings. 9. We may see the work and 
elory of the Holy Spirit m the sanctif catio m of 
lis people. 10. We may see the value of the 
Holy Scriptures in giving - all necessary instruc- 
tion respecting this sit ful world. 11. We may 
see why there — be joy over one sinner, 
that repents. We may see the madness of 
sinners, who es and de! ight m themselves. 
13. Humility must forever be the only pro pe r 
ornament for human bemgs. 14. Terrible will 
be the wickedness of sinners, when excited with- 
out disguise by the endless torments of hell 
13. Esceedin igly terrible will be the unrestrain- 
ed vengeance of God upen sinners, who slal! 
be formed into vessels of wrath. 16. Unutter- 
able and inconceivable will be the joys of re- 
deemed sinners for their redemption. 17. God 
will show the exceeding riches of his glory up- 
on the vessels of mercy prepared unto ols ry. 
18. ‘The greatness of the final judgment, which 
will rev cal the secrets of all hearts, disak ose the 
counsel of God respecting the human race, Fr 11S€ 

the righteous to heaven and cast the wicked ine 
to hell. 19. The existence of this world will 
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ceit and hypocrisy and every miquity and a- 
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bomination have filled my heart. W hat st: ' 
le and al } , | t? 
ivy and madness have geverned my condu 
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iLiow could | have hated Ge dand his holy law 
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Q that I had loved God with all my heart and 
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ul, with all my mux! and streneth; and m+ 
coi ‘ vo ¢ . : " 
i iOW-c! ilures as myself ! God is evel pres- 


ent ! He always sé es me. He seare hye Ss my 
leart. My whole life is now before his eyes. 
lLlow vile and hateful must I be in the sight of 

1! He is imfinite purity and holiness. He 
is altogether glorious and beautiful. His name 


is holy. Hi law is holy, just and good His 
. ' i 
purposes, tho uci he y once filled my heart with 


enmity and distress, are perfectly hols and infi- 
ite in wisdom and goodness. How can such a 
ing endure me for a moment and preserve nie 
from the weight of that — ich J di SEM) 
from his hands 2. How wonderful i con- 
cuct of God towards Sinful creatures; and 
towards me, the worst and vilest of the human 
ice! In my infancy, in my childhood, in m 
youth and even unto this day he has been full of 
j alias ss and compassion towards me; but |] 
have been evil and unthankful. Wherever I 
have been and whatever I have cone, 1 have 
opposed and hated God in my heart. And } 


iave constantly abuse d his merctes and provok- 


ed lis anger. * The crown is fallen from my 
eon WwW o unto me, that [ have sinned '” Can 
hever sin against God again ?—Can I again coni- 
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mit what is more hateful and painful to my 
heart than death itself 2. 1 am afraid of every 
temptation; but | am more afraid of the deceit. 
fulness and desperate wickedness of my own 
heart. O +“ i God uf heaven and e arth, keep 
me, jor thy holy name’s sake, from simmng a- 
sy inst thee. * Cre ite within me aclean “te art, 
O God ; and renew a right spirit within me.”— 
What can such a wretehdo? Which way call 
lturn? I have destroyed mys self. God 1s ho- 
ly, just and good in the conde mnation and we 
ishment of suc ch a monster of enmity and wick- 


edness. With what beaut y and glory will his 


justice shine in my eternal perditic n! Nowl 
see why all holy and righteous creatures will 
pre aise God for his hatred ‘aad wrath against the 
workers of 1 iniquity. It is his holiness the y love 
and praise in its perfect exhi bition upen the ves- 
sels of wrath fitted for destruction. Whiat can 
I say, should his holiness render unto me the 
due reward of my deeds? Can [ ever open my 
mouth agamst eternal goodness? Can it evei 

be in my heart to rise in favor of myself against 
the holy sovereign of the universe? Shall I 
dare—shall I desire to plead in faver of six, 
guilt and shame against the holiness, the justice 
and glory of God 2? * Behold, J am vile! | ab- 
hor myself and repent i dust_and ashes.” For 
such a creature has God given his Son to die 
on the cross? [It seems incredible —impossible ! 
Surely other sinners are not so guilty and hate- 
fulas Lam. I rejoice that they can be saved. 
But how can I ask for forgiveness? Never 
ean I ask or desire forgiveness for my own sake. 
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I have hated Jesus Christ and the gospel of his 
grace. 1 have rejected his counsel against my- 
self. And yet he <eeps me from the endless 
torments and de spa of hell. It is the astonsh- 
ment and the destruction of my soul, that Ih 
sinned agamst God. It is my comfort and joy, 
that he will do with me as he pleases and glori- 
fy lis name im ail things. 


— 


For the Christian Visitor, 

Mr. Epstor, 

| send for insertion in your publie: ation, if you 
ple ase, an extract from a Ser MOD, In W hich there 
was some notice of a religious professor the 
Sabbath after his burial. Instead of his real 
name, for reasons which need not be given, | 
shall call him Prudens. 


An exemplary professor of religion. 


It is probable my hearers have reason to ex- 
pect some notice of the late death of Prudens, 
before | close the present discourse. Those 
persons, who are particularly afflicted by his 
death, it is believed, may derive comfort from 
the instructions of the gos spel under the ir afilic- 
tion. But I desire to be ‘allow ed to mention some 
things i his life and conduct, not merely fur the 
comfort of those hearers, who are partic ular'y 
afflicted by his death, but for my own instruction 
and profit, as well as for the instr n and 
profitof my people. It is pecheble-t that in tak- 
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notice I have nothing to say respecting superior 
talents and endowments by nature; I have no- 
thing to say respecting peculiar advantages of 
education; or any high office in the town, or in 
the state, or m the church. Nor shail | pre- 
tend that he was a very emiment christian. He 
certainly never said much abcut his religious ex- 
perience ; nor did he take to tumself a high 
place asa professor of religion. Yet there were 
some things in his conduct, that are in my view 
worthy of notice. But these things are so small 
that any person can easily foliow his example 
aud pursue the same course of conduct, which I 
now commend in respect to him, In the first 
place, he was strictly and cautiously temperate 
in regard to the use of ardent spirits. During 
the whole time he lived in this town he never 
but once tasted of any such thing in any store or 
tavern. Nor would he be seen in any such place 
on the days of town meetings, or any similar oc- 
casions. And it was with reluctance, that he 
would take ardent spirits, when urged upon 
him as a medicine.—Many persons, who cannot 
be classed with the intemperate, can stand in 

laces, where the laws of God and man are 
ewe’ and yet express no disapprobation of 
the wickedness and folly, which they witness. 
Let the temperate in any town separate them- 
selves, after the example of Prudens, from the 
4 ae of the intemperate; and their conduct 

would be a keen reproof and a powertul re- 
}straint. But when temperate persons asso- 
ciate at the same places with the intempe- 
rate without giving ai.y reproof, they aflord 
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countenance and boldness to evil conduct. To 
check mtemperance every person, who fears 
God and regards man, ought to be strictly and 
cautiously temperate. Such a course of con- 
duct Prudens maintained in this town nearly 
thirty years, 

In the next place, he was very faithful and 
punctual in regard to his pecuniary afiairs. In 
two instances, since [ have been in this town, in 
which he subscribed very liberally, he greatly 
increased the value of his subscription by his 
ready and cheerful payment. In both instances 
what he subscribed was paid befure it was re- 
guested. And I have been informed, that bis 
common conduct, in this respect, has been for 
many years, very exact and regular. Such con- 
duct in every person is highly important. A 
failure in the payment of a single dollar may be 
an injury and eause trouble to hundreds and 
thousands ef persons, One failure and disa 
pointment cause another and avother and anoth- 
er in a boundless and endless succession. Be- 
sides, a person, who is net faithful and punctual 
in his pecuniary obligations and engagements, 
does himself no little injury. A person’s char- 
acter, credit aud comfort greatly depend on his 
fidelity and punctuality in respect to his pecuni- 
ary affairs. The conduct of Prudens in this re- 
spect scemed to afford him the proper posses- 
sion and enjoyment of worldly property, and 
enabled him, cheerfully and liberally, to pro- 
mote, by pecuniary assistance, important and 
benevolcut objeets. 
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Again, Prudens was very punctual in his at- 
tendance upon public appointments. Respect- 
ing town meetings you might know the proper 
time for such meetings by his appearance. He 
would be present, at the hour that was fixed 
for opening such meetings, and go directly to 
the meeting house. ‘Though when such meet- 
ings are appointed at one o'clock, they are often 
not opened until four, yet he did not suppose 
that such an irregular and unhappy manner of 
proceeding was any excuse for inattention and 
negligence on his part. How easily might all 
persons follow his worthy example and be rea- 
dy to open meetings for public business at the 
proper time. Then there would be time to at- 
tend to business thoroughly and faithfully. — 
Then much waste of precious time would be 


prevented. Then loitering about stores and 

temptations to intemperance and idleness and 

foolish and vain taiking would be avoided.— 

‘Then men might return home to their families 

in pee season and avoid many evils, that arise 
el 


from delay and negligence in regard to meetings 
for public business. In attending the meetings 
of the church Prudens was equally punctual and 
faithful. And he was watchful and careful to 
be present in good season for the public worship 
of God on the Lord’s day. During the whole 
time I have been in this Town, he never failed 
but once of being in his place, when he came to 
meeting, before I was in the pulpit. Should all 
persons be equally punctual, what regularity, 
what decency. what order and beauty would be 
seen in this house of God! None would then 
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mterrupt and disturb the services and devotions 
of the Lord’s house by a tardy entrance. Such 
a habit of punctuality every person may easily 
establish and maintain. It is to be greatly de- 
sired that the people in this town would distin- 
guish and honor themselves by such habits in 
their attendance on the public wership of God, 
and on all other appointments for public and so- 
cial transactiuns. he attention and example 
of a few persons might easily accomplish such 
a desirable and importnat object. 
Again—Prudens was not only punctual in his 
attendance on all public ap ointments, but he 
was yery constant in the ike duties of ihe 
sabbath. Though he was aged, infirm and sick- 
ly, he was not willing to be ‘absent from public 
wo! ship. When the weather was so unfavyour- 
able, as to detain a greater part of the congre- 
cation at home, he was commonly seen early on 
hie way and found in his place in the house of 
God. Such conduct deserves attention and ap- 
probation. A constant attention on the public 
instructions and services of the Lord’s day is a 
great comfort and j joy toa minister, who desires 
to be profitable to his hearers. It shows a re- 
gard to God and to the highest and best con- 
cerns of human beings. It cannot be question- 
ed whether the cenduct of Prudens was exem- 
plary, agreeable and useful in his own house.— 
One thing i in his private conduct may be worthy 
of nolite.., He was careful to store his memory 
with a large number of Psalms and hymns. 1 
am soiforened that he could repeat the ‘whole of 
Watts’s version of the hundred and nineteenth 
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psalm. This version consists of eighteen parts. 
He could repeat as many as an hundred psalms 
and hymns. It is useful and pleasant to have 
the mind filled with such things. It afiords sub- 
jects for meditation, when a person is at work, 
or on a journey, or during the wakeful hours of 
night ; and in seasons of pain and sickness.— 
What bas now been noticed in the cenduct of 
Prudens seemed worthy of particular attention 
and approbation on the present occasion. When 
it is considered how soon our lives must end and 
how important it is that we should be usetul by 
our example after we die, | hope no person will 
blame me for desiring and attempting by this 
notice of Prudens to render him useful! now his 
body sleeps m the silent grave. 


ENTRACTS. 


The chief end of God in his works. 


What is the false notion relative to God’s chief end in creation 
and providence, compared with the theory of inspiration? Note 
few, in other respects highly informed, hold that the personal good 
of God’s creatures was his supreme end in the creation. For they 


plead that he was infinitely and independe nily happy, exclusive. 
ly of creation. But what saith the scripture ? Are we not inform- 
ed, that God claims the universe as his unalienable prope:'y — 


that all things were created for the divine purpose and glory ’— 
Does not the scripture expressly declare that for God's own ple. s- 
ure all things are and were created, and that in all things he wil} 
be glorified? There is nothing more manifest in the divine poge®s 
than that the harmonious display of the divine periectious in 


the greatest happiness o/ the intellectual! system was God's graud 
12* 











188 THE CHRISTIAS Apri, 


design in creation, providence and redemption. ‘Phe honor of 
God is God’s object. Hence the testimony of the angels of light 
at the birth of Christ ; for, Glory to God in the highest, was their 
united song when they saluted the attentive shepherds: and when 
Christ had accomplished his divine mission, he said, Father, | have 
glorified thee on the earth; I have finished the work assigned me: 
now glorify thou me with the glory which I had with thee before 
the creation. 

Before, therefore, this blaze of evidence that the glory of God 
was his supreme object in thefcreation of the universe, how does 
the false theory appear? For if Ged created man merely for the 
sake of man’s personal happiness, why are not: all men equal in 
abilities and advantages, and equally happy? Why are net all 
perfectly happy here? and why shall they not all be equally 
happy forever? Who, agreeably to this fond and delusive theory 
can justify God for the creation of man, except the Universalists 
and Infidels? and they make a wretched figure in the attempt.— 
We interrogate further. Who, on this priuciple, can justify God 
for subjecting man to any pain or labour in the course of provi- 
dence, for which he will not be amply compensated? For if in 
the progress of endless duration one creature can ever be found 
whose existence on the whole shall not prove a personal benefit, 
tie theory will fail. But we know, with the word of inspiration in 
our hands, that it had been better for thousands, as weil as Judas, 
if they never had been born. And if the contrast of good and evil 
be not designed by God, in the course of his administration, as the 
occasion of the hichest happiness of the intellectual system ; if 
the ballance of advantage be not on the whole muchin favour of 
the contrast, who can be more disappointed than the author of the 
yniverse? Why did not infinite wisdom plan better? why did not 
infinite goodness choose better ? and why did not infinite power 
execute better? These are considerable difficulties, and ingur- 
inountable obstacles in the way of the false theory relative to 
God's chiefend in creation, But, blessed be the Most High, when 
we remember, as in the case ef Joseph’s brethren, so in the case 
of Adam’s sin, and also of Christ’s murderers, and al] other evils, 
that God has taken occasion to display and glorify his perfeciions 
ia the work of redemption in the most perfect manner, we have a 
right to say, in the language of scripture, that the work of the 
Lord is honourable and glorious, that the work of the Lord is per- 
ject. Though moral evil is in its nature hostile to all good ;— 
though God hates it with all his heart ; though it never can be 

hanged into good, and deserves the displeasure of God forever ;— 
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yet he, by the infinitude of his perfections, overrules it to the hon- 
or of his great name. Heutce the Psalmist,with this identical object 
before him, says—‘*The wrath of man shail praise thee, O Lord, 
and the remainder thereof thou wilt restrain.” With him als® 
sweetly harmonize ail the informed friends of God. For under the 
perfection of his administration no evil has or will take place on 
the whole detrimental to the best interest of Zion. We are there- 
fore sorry for those who think that Gof can do better than he has 
done. For if God is not immutably and necessarily perfect, what 
is the rock of the Christian's, unreserved confidence? What 
the sure and permanent anchor of the soul ?=-S. Spring. 


Evangelical Hypocrites. 


_ Uwe do but consider what the hearts of natural men are, what 
principles they are under the dominion of, what blindness and de- 
ceit, what self flattery, self exaltation, and self confidence reigns 
there, we need not at all wonder that their hich opinion of them- 
selves, and confidence of their happy circumstances, be as high 
and strong as mountains, and as violent as a tempest, when once 
conscience is blinded, and convictions killed, with false, high af- 
fections, and those forementioned principles let loose, fed up and 
prompted by false joys and comforts, excited by some pleasing im- 
aginations impressed by satan, transforming himself into an angc} 
of light. 

When once a hypocrite is thus established in a false hope, he 
has not those things to cause him to call his hope in question. that 
oftentimes are the occasion of the doubting of true saints; as, first, 
he bas not that cautious spirit, that great sense of the vast imper 
tance of a sure foundation, and that dread of heing deccived. The 
comforts of the true saints increase awakening and caution, anda 
lively sense how great a thing it is fo appear before an infini‘ely 
holy, just, and omniscient Judge. But false comforts put an end 
to these things, and dreadfully stupify the mind. Secondly, The 
hypocrite has not the knowledge of his own blindness. and the de- 
ceiifulness of his own heart, and that mean opinion of his own un- 
derstanding, that the true saint has. Those that are deluded with 
false discoveries and affections, are evermore highly conceited of 
their light and understanding. Thirdly, The devil does not as- 
fault the hope of the hypocrite, as he does the hope of a true saint: 
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The devil is a great enemy to a irne Christian hope, not only be- 


cause it tends greatly to the comfort of Kim that hath it, but also 
because it is a thing of a holy, heavenly nature, greatly tending 
to promote at d cherish grace in ihe heart, and a great incentive 


to strictness and diligence in the Christian life. But he is no en- 


aise PT ore 


emy to the hope of the hypocrite, which above all things establish- 
es his interest in him that has it. A bypocrite may retain bis hope 
without opposition, as long as he lives, the devil ni ver distur Ing 
it, nor attemptiug to disturb it. but there is perhaps no true Chris- 
tian but what hashis hope assaulted by him. Satan assaulted 
Christ himself, upon this, whe her he were the Son of God or no: 
and the servant is not above his Master, nor the disciple above his 
Lord ; it is enough for the discmple, that is most privilezed in thie 
world, to be as his Master. Fourth ¥, lie who thas.a false hope, 
has not that sight of his own CoOrrup! ons, which the saint has. A 
true Christian has ten times so much to do with his heart, and its 
corruptions, as an hypocrite: and the sins of his heart and prac- 
tice, appear to him éu.their blackness; they look dreadful; and it 
of en appears a very mysterious thing, that any grace can be con- 
sicient with such corraption, or should be in sucha heart. Buta 

hope hides corruption, covers it all over, and the hypocrite 
looks clean and brightin his own eyes, 


There are two sorts of hypecrites: one that are deceived with 





their outward morality-and external rel gion ; many ef which are 
professed Arminians, in the doctrine of justification: and the oth- 
er, are those that are deceived with false discoveries and eleva- 
tions; which of'en cry down works, and mens own righteousness, 
and talk much of free grace ; bat at the sa:ne time make a righ- 
teonsness of their discoveries, and of their humiliation, and exalt 
themselves to heaven with them. ‘These two kinds of hypocrites 


ad 


Ir. Shepard, in his exy sition of the Parable of the ten virgins, 
distinguishes by the names of legal and evangelical hypocrites ; 
and ofien speaks of the latter as the worst. And it is evident that 
the latter are commonly by far the most confident in their hope, 
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and with the most difficulty brought off from it: I have scarcely 
kuown the instance of such an one, in my iije, that has been un- 
deceived. 

The confidence of many of this sort of hypocrites, that Mr. Shep- 
ard calls evangelical hypocrites, is like the confidence of some mad 
men, who think ihey are kings: they wil! maintain it against all 
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manner of reason and evidence. And in one sense, it is much 
more immoveable than a truly gracious assurance ; a true assure 
0 


ance is net upheld, but by the soul’s being kept in a holy frame, 
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and grace maintained in lively exercise. If the actings of crace 
io mach decay in the Christian, and he falls into a lifeless frame, 
he loses his assurances: but this kind of confidence of bypocrites 
will not be shaken by sin; they at least, some of them, will main- 
tain their hope, in the most corrapt frames and wicked ways ;— 
which is a sure evidence of their delusion. —Xdwarde. 


Christian Experience. 


It is affecting tome to think how ignorant I was, when | was 
a young christian, of the bottomless, infinite depths of wickedness, 
pride, hypocrisy, and deceit, left in my heart. 

I have vas‘ly a greater sense of my universal, exceeding denend- 
ence en God's grace and strength, and mere good pleasure of late, 
than I used formerly to have, and have experienced more of an 
abhorrence of my own richteonsness. The thought of any com- 
fort or joy arising in me on any consideration, or reflection on my 
own amiableness, or any of my performances, or exneriences, or 
any goodness of heart, or life, is naveeous and detestable to me.— 
And vet lam greatly afflicted with a proud and self-rivhteons 
spirit, much more sensibly than | used to he formerly. 1 «ee that 
serpent rising and putting forth its head continually, every where, 
«!] around me. 

Though it seems to me, that, in some respects, T was a far het- 
ter Christian for two or three years after mv first conversion than f 
am now, and lived in a more constant delight and pleasure. vet, 
ot late years, | have had a more full and constant sense of the 
absolute sovereignty of God and a delicht in that sovereienty :— 
and have had more of a e-nse of th glory of the Tord Jesus 
Christ, as a Mediator, as revealed in the eospel. On one Saturday- 
nicht, in particular, had a par‘icular discovery of the jexcellency 
of the gospel of Christ ahove a!l other dactrines, so that I could not 
but say to myself, “* This is my chosen light, my chosen doctrine ;” 
and of Christ, “* This is my chosen Prophet.” It appeared to me 
to he sweet, beyond all expression, to follow Christ, and to be 
tancht, and enlightened, aad instructed by him ; to learn of him, 
and live to him. 

Another Saturday-night, Jan. 1738, had sech a sense how 
sweet and blessed a thing it was to walk in the way of duty, to do 
that which was right and meet to be ° . an4 agreeable to the 
holy mind ef God, that it caused me to break forth into a kind ef 3 
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loud weeping which held me some time, so that I was forced te 

shut myselfup and fasten the doors. I could not but as it were 

cry out, ** How happy are they which do that which is right in 

the sight of God! ‘They are blessed indeed, they are the happy 
> 


ones ! |] had at the same time a very affecting sense how meet, 


and suitable it was that God shou'd govern the world, and order 
all things according to his own pleasure ; and I rejoiced in it, that 


God reigned, and that his will was done.— Edwards. 


POETRY. 


Looking upwards in a Storm. 


Gop of my life, to thee i call, 
Afflicted at thy feet I fall ; 

When the great water-floods prevail, 
J.eave not my trembling heart to fail ! 


Friend of the frien’iess and the faint! 
Where should | lodge my deep complaint? 
Where but with thee, whose open door 
Invites the helpless and the poor! 


Did ever mourner plead with thee, 
And thou refuse that mourner’s plea ? 
Does not the word still fix’d remain, 
That nene shall seek thy face in vain? 


That were a grief! could not bear, 
Did’st not thou hear and answer prayer; 
Bui a pray’r hearing, answering God, 
Supports me under every load. 


Fair is the lot that’s cast for me; 

I have an advocate with thee ; 
They, whom the world caresses most 
Have no such privilege to boast. 
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Poor though I am, despis’d forgot, 
Yet God, my God, forgets me not ; 
And he is sale, and musi succeed, 


For whow the Lord vouchsafes to plead. 





The Christian Warrior. 


Era. 1v,—10, 20. 


Jesus, my God, the war proclaims, 
And calls his warriors by their names ; 
** Behold your foes on every side, 


Their arma, their strength, eir rage and pride, 


Stand im my streng‘h; and in my name 
Put every hateful foe to shaine ; 
Satan with all his wiles oppose, 


Though floods and flames your way enclose,” 


His piercing voice with joy | hear, 
] see his face, | feel no fear ; 

By his dear cross 1°ll firmly stand, 
*Till Satan falls in every land. 


My loins | gird with sacred truth, 
Wo lie shail issue from my mouth ; 
My breast | guard with righteousness, 
My feet are shod with holy peace. 


Strong faith in God, my shield shall be, 
To quench the darts they cast at me ; 
Hope as an helmet, keeps my head, 

And strikes my foes with shame and dread. 


1 boldly take the word of God, 
It is the Spirit’s two’edged sword ; 
With this I'll slay my stubborn foes, 


Though earth and hell their strength oppose. 


Thus arm’d to God in constant prayer, 
I cry, to save me in this war; 

To God | cry for every saint, 

That pone may in tbe battle faint, 
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COWPER. 





THE CHRISTIAN 


His ministers my prayers demand, 
That bold and taithiul they may stand ; 
With strength and zeal his docirines teach, 


And through the werld bis gospel preach. 


This bloody conflict soon will close, 
The Church shall triumph o’er her foes; 
‘The earth shall own her God and king, 


And every tongue bis praises sing. 


AN EC LOTES. 


CZAR PETER, 


Czar Peter, the famous philosopher, who hononred London so 
jong with his residence, whom ovy enjoyed so many years, 
and whose memory will ever be the admiration of Eure pe, u ed 
constanily to rise before day ; and when he saw the morning break, 
would express his wonder that men should be so sti pid not to rise 


every morning to behold one of the most glorious sights in the uct 
, 


“ 


yerse. ‘* They take delight,” said he, ‘‘ in gazing on a piciure, 
the trifling work of a mortal, and at the same time neglect one 
painted by the hand of the De ity himself. For my part,” added 
he, ** | am for making my lile as loug as | can, and therefore sleep 


as little as possible.” 


IIALE. 


That great man, Judge Hale, thus speaks.of the sabbath.—“ I 
have,” says he, ** by long and sound expefiénce, found, that the 
due observance of this day, and of ihe duties of it, have been of 
singular comiort and advantage to me. ‘ihe observance of this 
day hath ever had joined io it a blessing upon the rest of my time } 
and the week that hath been so beguu hath been blessed and pros- 
perous io me ; and, on the other side, when | have been negiigent 
of the duties of this day, the rest of the week has been unsuccesss 
ful and unhappy to my own secular employments; so that | could 
easily Make an esumaie of my success the week following, by 
the manuer of my passing of this day: and this | do not write ye '- 
ly or inconsiderately, but upon a long and sound observation and 
experience.” 




















